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SUBJECT:

FORMAT and WRITE

AUTHOR:

Donald F. Nelson
REFERENCES:


1. CD 1.5, April 1999, with changes in the combined change proposal #1.

2. 99-0505, Quality Review of Committee Draft 1.4 (BSI)

3. 99-0337, FORMAT and WRITE (Nelson)
PROPOSED REVISION:
This proposal adds words about the effect of the FORMAT and CODE-SET clauses in WRITE and REWRITE.
JUSTIFICATION:

Item 1056 in reference 2 stated "something should be mentioned in the WRITE rules about the impact of the FORMAT clause.  In addition to FORMAT, the committee also noted that CODE-SET and other clauses might have some impact on the output."

In my opinion the CODE-SET has nothing to do with anything because it is a straight mapping.  FORMAT is not.
COMPATIBILITY:
This feature is compatible with ANSI X3.23-1985 as amended by ANSI X3.23a-1989 and ANSI X3.23b-1993.

DISCUSSION:

Meeting #220

The following straw-vote was taken:

Make a restriction on files with the FORMAT clause:  4-2-3

There was consensus to restrict the OPEN statement rather than the REWRITE statement.

The proposal was modified accordingly and passed 8-0.  I was directed to distribute a new version for revision (99-0383).
PROPOSED CHANGES TO BASE DOCUMENT:

Page 475, 14.10.26.2, OPEN statement, add a new syntax rule as follows:

"7)
The I-O phase shall not be specified if the FORMAT clause is specified in the file description entry for file-name‑1."

Page 500, 14.10.33.3, REWRITE statement, general rule 15, replace text with the following:

"If the number of character positions in literal-1, the data item referenced by identifier-1, or the record referenced by record-name-1is not equal to the number of character positions in the record being replaced, the execution of the REWRITE statement is unsuccessful, the updating operation does not take place, the content of the record area is unaffected and the I-O status of the associated file connector is set to '44'."
Page 548, 14.10.47.3, WRITE statement, general rule 13, change in part to read:
"… by record-name-1 after any changes made to the record length by the FORMAT clause shall not be … is set to '44'."

INDEX:
No changes.

RESOLVED ISSUES:
None.

OPEN ISSUES:
None.

